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On October 28, 2014, Air Quality Division (AQD) staff (Rex Lane) arrived at West Bay Exploration 
Company (WBECO) Hoffman 1 Central Processing Facility (CPF) located in Marengo Township, Calhoun 
County (Section 1; T2S R5W) to conduct an unannounced air quality inspection. CPF means production 
equipment which has been consolidated at a central location that provides for commingling of oil or gas 
production, or both, from 2 or more wells. This CPF commenced operations in May 2007 and collects 
sweet crude oil and natural gas from area wells drilled into the Traverse formation. There was no 
WBECO staff present on-site during the inspection. Mr. David Bechler, MDEQ, Office of Oil, Gas and 
Minerals assisted AQD staff on the inspection. 

This facility has three horizontal heater/treaters that separate natural gas and water from the crude oil. 
Once separated, the crude oil and water are sent to one of six 400 barrel (16,800 gallon capacity each) 
vertical above ground storage tanks. The natural gas that flashes off in the heater/treater is sent to an 
open flare at this facility. There are no compressor engines or glycol dehydrators at this facility. The oil 
storage tanks are exempt from Permit to Install (PTI) requirement per Rule 284(e). The heater/treater 
process equipment is exempt from PTI requirement per Rule 288(d). The open flare is exempt from PTI 
requirement pursuant to Rule 288(c). 

At the time of the inspection, it appears that the WBECO- Hoffman 1 CPF was in compliance with all 
applicable state air quality rules and regulations. 
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