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May 10, 2016 

Mr. Todd Zynda 
Air Quality Division 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Detroit Field Office 
Cadillac Place 
3058 West Grand Boulevard, Suite 2-300 
Detroit, Ml 48202-6058 

Subject: Notice of Violation CApri I 25, 2016) - VOC rolling 12 month limit 

Tower Automotive- Plymouth, Ml 

Dear Mr. Zynda: 

RECEIVED 

MAY 16 2016 

Air Quality Division 
Detroit Office 

Tower Automotive Operations I, LLC (Tower) is in receipt of a Notice of Violation (NOV) letter dated April 25th, 

2016 in response to a site visit, by the MDEQ on Monday May 18th, at the Tower International facility located 

at 43955 Plymouth Oaks Boulevard in Plymouth, Michigan. The site visit was at the request of Tower in an 

effort to provide further details on the actions taken to mitigate potential odor sources causing concern in the 

community. During the site visit VOC emission logs for thee-coating line were provided at your request. Upon 

your review a NOV was issued as a result of the facility exceeding the rolling 12 month average for VCO as 

identified in the current air permit. 

Please note that on February 11, 2016, the facility self reported to the MDEQ that VOC limits at the site were 

potentially expected to exceed the permit limit in the coming months and prior to the MDEQ issuance of a 

revised permit. The plant was in compliance with the VOC limit and had submitted a permit application prior to 

our voluntary self report. 

Below you will find a chronological order of events summarizing the actions taken to prevent and mitigate VOC 

emissions exceeding the rolling 12 month limit of 12.1 TPY. 



Background: 

• 2/11/2016-PTI submitted to MDEQ 

• 2/11/2016- Voluntary disclosure of potential condition to exceed VOC limit in the existing permit submitted to 

MDEQ, the plant was in compliance at the time of the submission 

• 2/24/2106- MDEQ confirmed receipt of the permit application and placed in tracking system No 103-02C 

• 3/3/2016- E-mail from MDEQ (Dave Thompson) requesting the plant to draft a NMP- Odor Minimization Plan. 

• 3/24/2016- NMP submitted to MDEQ per request 

• 3/29/2016- E-mail from MDEQ (Dave Thompson) confirming receipt of NMP and begin discussion on approval 

process for proposed stack height and location change. 

• 4/18/2016- Tower requests on-site visit to provide additional details on completed and planned changes to the 

e-coat line to address odor concerns, and seek clarity on approval process for possible stack height, and location 

changes. 

• 4/18/2016- MDEQ provides direction on process to follow for stack changes and requests copy of emission 

source VOC log 

• 4/25/2016- NOV received at plant for VOC emissions exceeding permitted limit of rolling 12 month limit of 

12.1 TPY, actual emissions February 12.57TPY, actual emission March 13.06TPY 

• 05/02/2016- Tower receives a response to the PTI submitted on 2/11/2016 (at which time the plant was in 

compliance with the rolling 12 month limit of 12.1 TPY.) 

• 5/18/2016- Due Date for comments on Draft Permit. 

Please note that the actual emissions from this source are characterized as a minor source of VOC. Upon 

issuance of the new permit the plant will be in compliance which will satisfactorily resolve this administrative 

issue. I have also included a copy of the table of actions taken and planned to address the concerns of the 

community with regard to odor that will be subject of the scheduled call on May 17th at which time we will also 

review the comments Tower has on the draft permit due May 18th. 

If you have questions regarding this matter please contact me at (419) 303-5776. 

Mike Nieman 
Director EHS, Amreicas Operations 
Tower International 

CC: James Pace -Tower 
Doug Barger - Tower 



TABLE 1 REV 01 -TOWER AUTOMOTIVE ACTIONS IN ELECTROCOAT 

Cross-referenced dates provided 
that E-coat line was operatina at some time on 

Utilized available weather information to attempt to correlate wind direction and speed on days of I Complete 
complaints. Considered a generic review as wind speeds and directions may vary from weather station 
data, given distance from site and geographical differences. Wind direction and speed were considered 
because MDEQ AQD reported complaints are mostly from residential area south of plant. Weather 
patterns from weather data were generally directionally near or towards residences making odor 
complaints but not in all cases. 

_ _ . ree exhaust stacks utilized fo r E-
coat process. Entrance door exhaust fan is designed for variable speed between 0 and 10,000 CFM, 
the oven at 16,000 CFM and the exit exhaust fan variable speed at 0- 20,000 CFM. Exhaust 
parameters appear consistent since 2012. 
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• Develop work plan to remove heat exchanger and new fan with required ducting . 

• 
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• Improvements to Ultra Filtration System. Filtration system vendor will review existing process 
and make recommendations. 

• Install flow meter to track make-up bath liquids in tanks to help identify opportunities to reduce 
drag out from tank to tank. Plant ordered flow meter and will be installed upon receipt. 

• Engaged services of General Fabricators Corporation which is a curing oven manufacturer to 
perform a full evaluation of the oven and current performance. Recommendations and 
possible performance improvements if identified will be communicated in final evaluation 
report. 
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