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Ms. Jenine Camilleri, Mr. Ed Lancaster and Mr. Michael Conklin 

EGLE AQD 

PO Box 30260 

Lansing, Ml 48909-7760 

1504 West Washington St. 

Marquette, Ml 49855 

Dear Ms. Camilleri, Mr. Lancaster and Mr. Conklin -

M 
File 
cc 

- R.eeelveasa:>ew 
11:fG ~el f.\;~ D 

O~AW11q~~-~ 1 
pa,',lc3.J8~ · ·· en, 

Grede LLC. is dedicated to environmental sustainability and limiting our environmental impact 

concerning our activities, products, and services. Ensuring environmental compliance with all local, 

state, and federal rules is a key part of this. 

I am pleased that all of our recent stack test results were able to demonstrate significant improvement 

in air quality emissions over past results and that all but one of the recent stack test results were able to 

demonstrate compliance with permitted emission limits. We do recognize that during the December 

15-17, 2020, stack tests conducted at our facility, one stack test was above the allowed maximum 

emission for PM10. More specifically, we recognize that the PM10 emission limit rate for the cupola 

tested above the allowed maximum emission rate of 1.30 pounds per hour with an average emission 

test result of 2.50 pounds per hour. Per your Violation Notice letter dated February 19, 2021, Grede 

has initiated the following actions necessary to correct the cited violation. Grede would like to note that 

this was listed as an exceedance based on application of a dilution factor per method SD. When 

reviewing this same dilution factor applied to prior acceptable stack tests where this was not applied, 

the December 17, 2020 stack test was only 49% of the 2008 results, and 79% of the 2013 results (figure 

1). 

• As I discussed with you on 2/1/21, Grede has spent more than $250,000 and completed a 

number of tasks already to try to improve the cupola baghouse performance. These steps have 

included relining the baghouse with new bags, completion of a structural evaluation of the 

baghouse, refitting the cupola afterburners, reprogramming the cupola operating system, and 

optimizing cupola operation and identifying and selecting a higher quality coke raw material. 

Despite these efforts, we do not believe we are able to meet the 1.30 pound per hour limit after 

correcting for dilution in the baghouse. We believe this established limit is quite low, especially 
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compared to other cupola processes in the state. We believe the low limit for Grede's operation 

was developed many years ago, possibly as early as 2006. 

• Grede would like to pursue a permit modification to our existing Permit to Install and 

Renewable Operating permit and request a modest increase in allowable PM10 limits. Grede 

believes that such an increase will enable the facility to demonstrate compliance with a 

subsequent stack test. We understand that requesting such a permit request would likely 

require that updated air modeling might be necessary to demonstrate that the allowable permit 

increase would be in compliance with the National Ambient Air Quality Standard for PM10 at 

our property line. If EGLE is willing to approve this approach, Grede will work closely with EGLE 

to complete the ambient air modeling, demonstrate that the modeling meets the NAAQS and/or 

look at other production limits to satisfy the modeling/permitting. Grede is willing to participate 

on a conference call with the Marquette staff to discuss modeling requirements. Grede believes 

it could complete the modeling effort in April 2021. Assuming the modeling is successful in 

demonstrating compliance with the PM10 NAAQS, Grede will submit a PTI requesting a permit 

limit modification in May 2021 and prepare a stack testing protocol and complete a subsequent 

PM10 stack test in the summer of 2021 to demonstrate compliance, assuming our stack tester is 

available to complete the test. Grede is committed to working with EGLE to resolve the PM10 

issue, please feel free to reach out with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

~ __/-
Tyler Hill 

Plant Manager Grede IM 
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