
 
 

  
Michigan Department Of Environmental Quality 
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PHASE II ACID RAIN PERMIT 
Permit No. MI-AR-1723-2013 

 
Permittee Consumers Energy – J.R. Whiting Plant 
Address 4525 E. Erie Rd., Erie, MI 
SRN B2846 
ORIS code 1723 
Issue Date July 1, 2013 
Effective: Issuance date of this facility’s Renewable Operating Permit at 

the facility in accordance with 40 CFR 72.73. 
Expiration This permit shall expire when the facility’s Renewable 

Operating Permit expires, in accordance with 40 CFR 72.73. 
ROP No. MI-ROP-B2846-2013  

 
 
The Acid Rain Permit Contents 
 
1. A statement of basis prepared by the Air Quality Division (AQD) containing: 
 

References to statutory and regulatory authorities, and with comments, notes, and 
justification that apply to the source in general; 

 
2. Terms and conditions including: 
 

A table of sulfur dioxide allowances to be allocated during the term of the permit, if 
applicable, authorized by this permit during Phase II.  Unless they are subject to 
sections 405(g)(2) or (3) of the Clean Air Act, new units are not allocated allowances 
in 40 CFR part 73 and must obtain allowances by other means (sec. 403(e) of the 
Clean Air Act).; 
 
Comments, notes and justifications regarding permit decisions and changes made to 
the permit application forms during the review process, and any additional 
requirements; and, 
 
Any applicable nitrogen oxides compliance plan.  Unless they are coal fired utility 
units regulated pursuant to sections 404, 405, or 409 of the Clean Air Act, new units 
are not subject to the acid rain nitrogen oxides requirements [40 CFR 76.1(a)]. 

 
3.  The permit application that this source submitted, as corrected by the AQD.  The 

owners and operators of the source must comply with the standard requirements and 
special provisions set forth in the application. 
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Statement of Basis  
  
 
Statutory and Regulatory Authorities.   
 
In accordance with the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451 
and Titles IV and V of the Clean Air Act, the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, 
Air Quality Division (AQD), issues this permit pursuant to the provisions of R 336.1210 to R 
336.1218, and R 336.1299(d). 
 

For further information contact: 
 
  Brian Carley 
  Environmental Quality Specialist 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Air Quality Division 
301 Louis Glick Highway 
Jackson, Michigan  49201 
Telephone: (517) 780-7843 
Facsimile:  (517) 780-7437 
 

 
 
 
 
 There are no comments, notes and/or justification that apply to the source in general 
for this section. 
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Terms and Conditions:  
 
Phase II Sulfur Dioxide Allowance Allocation and Nitrogen Oxides Requirements for 
each affected unit. 
 
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Unit 1 

SO2 
allowances 3418 3418 3418 3418 3418 

NOx Limit 

Pursuant to 40 CFR 76.11, the State of Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, Air Quality Division approves five NOx 
emissions averaging plans for this unit.  Each plan is effective for one 
calendar year for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.  Under 
each plan, this unit’s NOx emissions shall not exceed the annual 
average alternative contemporaneous emission limitation of 0.39 
lb/mmBtu. In addition, this unit shall not have an annual heat input 
less than 0 mmBtu. 
 
Under the plan, the actual Btu-weighted annual average NOx emission 
rate for the units in the plan shall be less than or equal to the Btu-
weighted annual average NOx emission rate for the same units had 
they each been operated, during the same period of time, in 
compliance with the applicable emission limitations under 40 CFR 
76.5, 76.6, or 76.7, except that for any early election units, the 
applicable emission limitations shall be under 40 CFR 76.7. If the 
designated representative demonstrates that the requirement of the 
prior sentence (as set forth in 40 CFR 76.11(d)(1)(ii)(A)) is met for a 
year under the plan, then this unit shall be deemed to be in 
compliance for that year with its alternative contemporaneous annual 
emission limitation and annual heat input limit. 
 
In addition to the described NOx compliance plan, this unit shall 
comply with all other applicable requirements of 40 CFR part 76, 
including the duty to reapply for a NOx compliance plan and 
requirements covering excess emissions. 
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Terms and Conditions (cont.):  
 
 
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Unit 2 

SO2 
allowances 3500 3500 3500 3500 3500 

NOx limit 

Pursuant to 40 CFR 76.11, the State of Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, Air Quality Division approves five NOx 
emissions averaging plans for this unit.  Each plan is effective for one 
calendar year for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.  Under 
each plan, this unit’s NOx emissions shall not exceed the annual 
average alternative contemporaneous emission limitation of 0.44 
lb/mmBtu. In addition, this unit shall not have an annual heat input 
less than 0 mmBtu. 
 
Under the plan, the actual Btu-weighted annual average NOx emission 
rate for the units in the plan shall be less than or equal to the Btu-
weighted annual average NOx emission rate for the same units had 
they each been operated, during the same period of time, in 
compliance with the applicable emission limitations under 40 CFR 
76.5, 76.6, or 76.7, except that for any early election units, the 
applicable emission limitations shall be under 40 CFR 76.7. If the 
designated representative demonstrates that the requirement of the 
prior sentence (as set forth in 40 CFR 76.11(d)(1)(ii)(A)) is met for a 
year under the plan, then this unit shall be deemed to be in 
compliance for that year with its alternative contemporaneous annual 
emission limitation and annual heat input limit. 
 
In addition to the described NOx compliance plan, this unit shall 
comply with all other applicable requirements of 40 CFR part 76, 
including the duty to reapply for a NOx compliance plan and 
requirements covering excess emissions. 
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Terms and Conditions (cont.):  
 
 
  2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Unit 3 

SO2 
allowances 4477 4477 4477 4477 4477 

NOx Limit 

Pursuant to 40 CFR 76.11, the State of Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, Air Quality Division approves five NOx 
emissions averaging plans for this unit.  Each plan is effective for one 
calendar year for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.  Under 
each plan, this unit’s NOx emissions shall not exceed the annual 
average alternative contemporaneous emission limitation of 0.45 
lb/mmBtu. In addition, this unit shall not have an annual heat input 
less than 0 mmBtu. 
 
Under the plan, the actual Btu-weighted annual average NOx emission 
rate for the units in the plan shall be less than or equal to the Btu-
weighted annual average NOx emission rate for the same units had 
they each been operated, during the same period of time, in 
compliance with the applicable emission limitations under 40 CFR 
76.5, 76.6, or 76.7, except that for any early election units, the 
applicable emission limitations shall be under 40 CFR 76.7. If the 
designated representative demonstrates that the requirement of the 
prior sentence (as set forth in 40 CFR 76.11(d)(1)(ii)(A)) is met for a 
year under the plan, then this unit shall be deemed to be in 
compliance for that year with its alternative contemporaneous annual 
emission limitation and annual heat input limit. 
 
In addition to the described NOx compliance plan, this unit shall 
comply with all other applicable requirements of 40 CFR part 76, 
including the duty to reapply for a NOx compliance plan and 
requirements covering excess emissions. 

 
 
Comments, notes and justifications regarding permit decisions, and changes made to 
the permit application forms during the review process:  A revised Phase II NOx 
Averaging Plan was submitted on May 9, 2012 and incorporated into the permit. 
 
 
 
Permit Application: (attached) 
 
 Acid Rain Permit application submitted November 23, 2010 
 Phase II NOx Compliance Plan submitted November 23, 2010 
 Phase II NOx Averaging Plan submitted May 9, 2012   
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