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Michigan.gov/EGLE • 313-456-4700 

STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY

DETROIT DISTRICT OFFICE

December 7, 2020 

Ms. Tabetha Peebles, Environmental Compliance Manager 
U.S. Ecology Detroit South 
1923 Frederick St. 
Detroit, MI  48211  SRN: M4545, Wayne County 

Dear Ms. Peebles: 

VIOLATION NOTICE 

On November 20, 2020, the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE), Air Quality Division (AQD), investigated complaints of nuisance odors in the 
vicinity of U.S. Ecology - Detroit South, located at 1923 Frederick, Detroit, Michigan.  
The purpose of the investigation was to determine U.S. Ecology's compliance with the 
requirements of the federal Clean Air Act; Part 55, Air Pollution Control, of the Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (Act 451); the 
Air Pollution Control Rules; and the conditions of Permit to Install (PTI) number 269-
04H. 

AQD staff performed an investigation from approximately 12:25 PM to 2:10 PM. During 
the investigation, AQD staff observed the following violation: 

Process Description Rule/Permit  
Condition Violated

Comments

EUTREATMENT R 336.1901(b) 

PTI No. 269-04H; General 
Condition 6 

Moderate to strong (Level 3 and 
4) lime dust and chemical-type 
odors, attributable to U.S. 
Ecology’s operations, impacting 
residential areas downwind of 
the facility. 

R 336.1901(b) states, in part:  

“A person shall not cause or permit the emission of an air contaminant in quantities 
that cause injurious effects to human health and property, or the unreasonable 
interference with the comfortable enjoyment of life and property.” 

During the investigation of November 20, 2020, AQD staff detected moderate to strong, 
persistent, and offensive lime dust and chemical-type odors in residential areas 
downwind of the facility which were traced back to U.S. Ecology - Detroit South.  In the 
professional judgment of AQD staff, the odors observed were of sufficient intensity and 

GRETCHEN WHITMER
GOVERNOR

LIESL EICHLER CLARK
DIRECTOR

EGLE 



M
s.

 T
a

b
e

th
a

 P
e

e
b

le
s 

U
.S

. 
E

co
lo

g
y 

D
e
tr

o
it 

S
o

u
th

 
P

a
g

e
 2

 
D

e
ce

m
b

e
r 

7
, 
2

0
2

0
 

d
u

ra
ti
o
n

 s
o

 a
s 

to
 c

o
n

st
itu

te
 a

 v
io

la
ti
o
n

 o
f 

R
 3

3
6

.1
9
0

1
(b

) 
a
n

d
 G

e
n
e

ra
l C

o
n

d
iti

o
n

 6
 o

f 
P

T
I 

N
o

. 
2

6
9

-0
4

H
. 

P
le

a
se

 in
iti

a
te

 a
ct

io
n

s 
n

e
ce

ss
a

ry
 t

o
 c

o
rr

e
ct

 t
h
e

 c
ite

d
 v

io
la

ti
o
n

 a
n

d
 s

u
b

m
it 

a
 w

ri
tt

e
n
 

re
sp

o
n

se
 t

o
 t

h
is

 V
io

la
tio

n
 N

o
ti
ce

 b
y 

D
e

ce
m

b
e
r 

2
8

, 
2
0

2
0

 (
w

h
ic

h
 c

o
in

ci
d

e
s 

w
ith

 2
1

 
ca

le
n

d
a

r 
d

a
ys

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e
 d

a
te

 o
f 
th

is
 le

tt
e

r)
. 

 T
h
e

 w
ri
tt

e
n

 r
e

sp
o

n
se

 s
h
o
u

ld
 i
n

cl
u

d
e

: 
 t
h

e
 

d
a

te
 t

h
e

 v
io

la
ti
o
n

 o
cc

u
rr

e
d

; 
a

n
 e

xp
la

n
a

tio
n

 o
f 
th

e
 c

a
u

se
s 

a
n
d

 d
u

ra
ti
o
n

 o
f 
th

e
 v

io
la

ti
o
n

; 
w

h
e

th
e

r 
th

e
 v

io
la

ti
o
n

 i
s 

o
n

g
o

in
g

; 
a

 s
u

m
m

a
ry

 o
f 

th
e
 a

ct
io

n
s 

th
a

t 
h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 t
a

ke
n

 a
n

d
 

a
re

 p
ro

p
o

se
d

 t
o
 b

e
 t

a
ke

n
 t
o

 c
o

rr
e

ct
 t
h

e
 v

io
la

tio
n

 a
n

d
 t
h

e
 d

a
te

s 
b

y 
w

h
ic

h
 t

h
e

se
 a

ct
io

n
s 

w
ill

 t
a

ke
 p

la
ce

; 
a
n

d
 w

h
a

t 
st

e
p

s 
a

re
 b

e
in

g
 t
a

ke
n

 t
o

 p
re

ve
n

t 
a
 r

e
o

cc
u

rr
e

n
ce

. 

P
le

a
se

 s
u

b
m

it 
th

e
 w

ri
tt
e

n
 r

e
sp

o
n

se
 t

o
 t

h
e

 E
G

L
E

, 
A

Q
D

, 
D

e
tr

o
it 

D
is

tr
ic

t,
 a

t 
3

0
5

8
 W

e
st

 
G

ra
n

d
 B

o
u

le
va

rd
, 
S

u
ite

 2
-3

0
0

, 
D

e
tr

o
it,

 M
ic

h
ig

a
n

 4
8

2
0

2
 a

n
d

 s
u
b

m
it 

a
 c

o
p

y 
to

 M
s.

 J
e

n
in

e
 

C
a

m
ill

e
ri
, 

E
n

fo
rc

e
m

e
n

t 
U

n
it 

S
u
p

e
rv

is
o

r 
a

t 
th

e
 E

G
L

E
, 
A

Q
D

, 
P

.O
. 
B

o
x 

3
0

2
6

0
, 
L

a
n

si
n

g
, 

M
ic

h
ig

a
n

 4
8

9
0

9
-7

7
6

0
. 

If
 U

.S
. 
E

co
lo

g
y 

b
e

lie
ve

s 
th

e
 a

b
o

ve
 o

b
se

rv
a
tio

n
s 

o
r 

st
a
te

m
e
n

ts
 a

re
 in

a
cc

u
ra

te
 o

r 
d
o

 n
o

t 
co

n
st

itu
te

 v
io

la
tio

n
s 

o
f 
th

e
 a

p
p

lic
a
b

le
 l
e
g

a
l r

e
q

u
ir
e

m
e

n
ts

 c
ite

d
, 
p

le
a
se

 p
ro

vi
d
e

 a
p

p
ro

p
ri
a

te
 

fa
ct

u
a

l i
n

fo
rm

a
ti
o
n

 t
o

 e
xp

la
in

 y
o
u

r 
p

o
si

tio
n

. 

T
h

a
n

k 
yo

u
 f
o

r 
yo

u
r 

a
tt
e

n
ti
o
n

 t
o
 r

e
so

lv
in

g
 t

h
e

 v
io

la
ti
o

n
 c

ite
d

 a
b

o
ve

. 
If
 y

o
u

 h
a

ve
 a

n
y 

q
u

e
st

io
n

s 
re

g
a

rd
in

g
 t

h
e

 v
io

la
ti
o
n

 o
r 

th
e

 a
ct

io
n

s 
n

e
ce

ss
a

ry
 t
o

 b
ri
n

g
 t
h

is
 f

a
ci

lit
y
 i
n

to
 

co
m

p
lia

n
ce

, 
p

le
a

se
 c

o
n

ta
ct

 m
e
 a

t 
th

e
 n

u
m

b
e
r 

lis
te

d
 b

e
lo

w
. 

S
in

ce
re

ly
, 
 

Jo
n

a
th

a
n
 L

a
m

b
 

S
e

n
io

r 
E

n
vi

ro
n
m

e
n
ta

l Q
u

a
lit

y 
A

n
a

ly
st

 
A

ir
 Q

u
a

lit
y 

D
iv

is
io

n
 

3
1

3
-4

5
6

-4
6
8

3
 

cc
: 

M
r.

 P
a

u
l M

a
x,

 C
ity

 o
f 
D

e
tr

o
it 

B
S

E
E

D
 

 
M

s.
 M

a
ry

 A
n

n
 D

o
le

h
a
n
ty

, 
E

G
L

E
 

 
D

r.
 E

d
u

a
rd

o
 O

la
g

u
e

r,
 E

G
L

E
  

 
M

r.
 C

h
ri
st

o
p

h
e

r 
E

th
ri
d
g

e
, 

E
G

L
E

 
M

s.
 J

e
n

in
e
 C

a
m

ill
e

ri
, 

E
G

L
E

 
 

M
s.

 T
ra

cy
 K

e
cs

ke
m

e
ti,

 E
G

L
E

 
 

M
r.

 G
re

g
 M

o
rr

o
w

, 
E

G
L
E

 
 

D
r.

 A
p

ri
l W

e
n
d

lin
g

, 
E

G
L

E
  

 
M

r.
 J

e
ff

 K
o

rn
is

ki
, 

E
G

L
E

 
 

M
r.

 T
o

d
d

 Z
yn

d
a

, 
E

G
L
E

 

& 


