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SUBJECT: 2,6 Xylidine- carcinogenic potential (CAS 87-62-7) 

2,6 xylidine, a chemical intermediate used princ-ipally in the product·ion 
of dyes, was tested in a National Tox·icology Program carcinogenesis bio­
assay. 

2,6 xylidine caused s·ignificant increases in the incidences of both 
adenomas and carcinomas in the nasal cavity when administered via the diet 
to mule and female rats. A rare tumor of the nasal cav·ity, rhabdomyo,. 
sarcoma, was observed in dosed rats of both sexes. In addition, the 
increased incidences of subcutaneous fibromas and fibrosarcomas in male 
and female rats and an increased incidence of neoplastic nodules in the 
l·ivers of female rats may have been ~~e -lated to the administration of 2~6 
xyl idine. 

The ambient annual concentration of 2,6 xylidine associated with a lifetime 
incremental risk of 1 x 10-6 (one in one million) is 0.78 119/m3. Th·is 
concentration \·ms determined by using Crump 1 s Global 79 program and the 
combined i nci de nee of carcinomas and adenocarcinomas of the nasal cav·i ty. 
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