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How are we organized?

State Parks and Recreation Bureau

State Parks and Recreation Areas Boating Program

State Historic Sites Harbors Boating Access SitesMuseums and Visitor Centers



State Parks and Recreation Areas

72 State Parks
18 State Recreation Areas
2 Natural Areas
5 Historic Areas



State Parks vs. Recreation Areas

� Recreation Areas concentrated in Southern 
Michigan.

� Recreation Areas generally larger acreage 
than state parks.

� All Recreation Areas allow hunting, only 
allowed in designated State Parks. 



State Harbors and Harbors of Refuge

14 State Operated Marinas



State Harbors and Boating Access 
Sites

� Many harbors are operated by Parks and 
Recreation staff.

� Many others are operated by local units of 
government under agreement with DNR.

� Harbors of Refuge.
� Over 700 BAS operated directly by, or in 

agreement with the DNR (MRBIS).
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� Deteriorating Infrastructure

� Budgetary Constraints
� Increasing Developmental Pressure / 

Encroachment

� Maintaining Biodiversity / Non-Native 
Species
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 � � � � 
 �

� Infrastructure Inventory

� Park Improvements / CMI
� Management Planning

� Boundary Reviews



An Aging Infrastructure!An Aging Infrastructure!
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Phase 1Phase 1

Phase 1a of inventory is complete.Phase 1a of inventory is complete.

Information collected and added to a GIS Information collected and added to a GIS 
database.database.

Phase 1b of inventory is in initial stages Phase 1b of inventory is in initial stages 
(campsites).(campsites).

Phase 2 beginning this week, Phase 2 beginning this week, 
assessment of interior roadways assessment of interior roadways 
(MDOT).(MDOT).
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Compiling The InformationCompiling The Information
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Management PlanningManagement Planning

�� By establishing the park's purpose and significance, By establishing the park's purpose and significance, 
decisions about operations and development can be decisions about operations and development can be 
made about amenities offered to visitors. made about amenities offered to visitors. 

�� Management planning expands the concept of a Management planning expands the concept of a 
master plan by putting greater emphasis on natural master plan by putting greater emphasis on natural 
and cultural resources, educational opportunities and and cultural resources, educational opportunities and 
operating decisions at each location.operating decisions at each location.

�� Development of Management Zones to establish use Development of Management Zones to establish use 
patterns.patterns.

�� Balances short term with long term.Balances short term with long term.



Management ZonesManagement Zones



Future OpportunitiesFuture Opportunities

• Continue to invest in our Natural / Cultural 
Resource Stewardship program.

• Educate our users and other stakeholders about 
our mission and our role in balancing natural 
resource stewardship with recreational use.  

• Develop a common approach to addressing 
statewide issues.

• Develop sustainable funding sources to support 
our programs. 
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