
Barber Steel Foundry Corporation · PO Box 305 · Rothbury, Ml 49452 · 

April i1, 20'1~ 

vir. Fric- Crinskrn 
Environmental Qtulitv Spc•cialist, Air Quality Division 

Vtichigdn Depdrtrn.t_•nt of Environn.lt'ntal Quality 

Crand Rapids Di,trict Offic-e: 
State Office Building, S•h Floor 
3SO Ottawa A vc• NW, Unit I() 

Cr<md Eapids. Ml4950J-2J41 

Subject: Response to Violation Notice Dated March 19,2015 
Barber Steel Foundry Corporation SRN ~I 

Dear I'v1r. Crinstern: 

Barber Steel Foundry Corporation (BSF) operates a steel foundry at 2625 West Winston Road in 

Rothbury, Michigan under Michigan Department of Environmental Quality- Air Quality 

Division (MDEQ-AQD) Permit to Install (PTI) 12-14. BSF recently received a Violation Notice 

(VN) dated MMch 19. 2015 related to opc•ration of the melt furnace dust collector at the facility. 

On h•bruary II, 2013 BSF provided notice via email under Rules '!12(4) and '!12(5) informing 

MDEQ-AQD of operation of the melt furnace (EU-1NDUCFUI\NFIF6) while the melt furnace 

(Olkctor vvas not fully in opc·r8ting condition. This letter serves as the response requested in the 

in the VN to !...'brifv the duration ~1nd c:<1use of the rnelt furnace collector condition and outline 

BSF:. actions fonv ard to n1~1 intain con1pliancc \\-"ith FTf J 2-14, 

Duration Causes 

''""''u an in fugitive 1Jn the 
melt deck making melt furnace operations difficult. As part of tlw effort to restore 
exhaust fluw frum the melt furnan• hood, BSF personnel removed cartridges from the 

collector allowing exhaust gas to 

melt furnace hood. 
through the collector and n'storing flow from the 



BSF id~..·ntifinl :--i\.lL'c'n (lh} -.,hifb in 20!::1 during \\'hit-h the mL'It furrLlL-e llpt•ratc~.l \sithout the 

l11t'lt fUf!ldCl' coJJector in proper \XUrking i_)rdcr. rhe date_-., of thoc.;C' shifts dfl' tlS fn/lo\-\'",: 

\:tclt operation-.., \Yere h.:Jikd c1t'tcr January 710, 2{rJ5 to aihnv BSF to install nC\\- c,1rtridgc-.; in tht' 

~.:-ollcctor .:ntd restore the colh'ctor to \Yorking order. ()n Fc·bnurv 7, 20 l S BSF n .. 'SL1r1f'd JTH_'!ting 

opL'ratlons and the c'ollcctor has bet'n opC'ftlting Js designed since that tirne. 

Corrt?ctft_~t> Actiou and Future Pre1H'llfiou 

As outlined above, BSF halted _melting operations in order to restore the collector to proper 

working order, and BSF con1pk•ted the in:-;tallation of ne\v c,1rtridges on February 6/ 20l_::l. 

Currently BSF is rnaintaining a sp~lrL' set of nt'\-V c(1rtridge~ to facilitat(' a tinwly changL' should 

the condition of the current cartridges show signs of si1nilar deterioration. BSF \Yili continue to 

n1onitor pres~Uf(' drop readings across the collector according to the l'v1alfunction Abatetncnt 

Plan approved by MDEQ-AQD. 

Additionally. BSF has worked with ventilation design contractors to evaluate the current melt 

furnace hood, ductwork and collector. That evaluation indinltes that the melt furnace duct 

work may be improperly sized for this application. BSF is currently evaluating options to 

permanently improve airflow through the wllcctor. This improvement may require movement 

of the melt furnace baghousc stack location and MDEQ-AQD PTI permitting. BSF will notify 

MDEQ-AQD of proposed changes as required under PTI 12-14 and Rule 201 ;\lAC 

Should you have any questions regarding thb matter, please call me ill 231-981-3933. 

Sincerely, 

Barber Steel, Inc 

Brun; 


